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Approval Status Approved

Title of Grant Proposal* Gross Motor Sensory Equipment

Equipment Request*
Requesting sensory/gross motor equipment to better meet the needs of students who need that 
outlet/break so they can return to the classroom after a short break and be more successful. 

Select a Riverview District School* Cherry Valley Elementary

Grade Level Kindergarten (but will happily share with 1st grade)

State the number of students that 
would be directly impacted if this 
grant is funded?

100+

The proposed project will be used 
for:*

Grade Level or Department Wide - $3,500 limit

Are you a Riverview Staff Member

Who is your staff sponsor? Lindsey Brown is submitting this grant on behalf of CVE
Kindergarten team. Mr. John Bomar is our school principal.

What is your job title or role in the 
district?*

Kindergarten teacher

Email* brownli@rsd407.org

Phone Number* 425-269-4878

REF seeks to fully understand the scope of your request.  Please describe your request in 
detail.*
I am requesting some equipment that will help get students' gross motor development and sensory 
seeking needs met. 

What are the educational benefits to students?*
Students who are seeking gross motor sensory outlets/stimulation need this outlet in order to stay or 
remain focused in class. This year, we have a large number of kindergarten students who need gross 
motor and sensory seeking or sensory overload outlets. With the way our school schedule is built this 
year, kindergarteners are in the classroom for a longer chunk of time. Even though movement breaks 
and rests are built, this is still not meeting the needs of some of the students, resulting in behavior
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 that is impacting their learning and the learning of other students. In life, when we address both the 
sensory and motor needs, children can reach more milestones and, in the classroom, when we address 
those needs, students are more able to focus and learn. 

Will funding this grant enhance or expand the curriculum?*
This funding would enhance the curriculum because when students are given the opportunity for these 
sensory breaks, they are able to come back and better attend to the curriculum.  
 
This funding would also expand our SEL (Social emotional learning) curriculum as we are teaching 
students about zones of regulation, emotional regulation and management. We are also teaching them 
skills and strategies and this equipment would be used when students recognize the need for 
themselves. 

How will students be engaged?*
Small groups of students will be given the opportunity to take sensory breaks, a a short 5-10 minute 
break from the classroom to address their specific needs. Last year, our special education department 
implemented both a sensory break room and a sensory path down just one hallway at Cherry Valley 
Elementary. These are primarily used by students who receive Special Education services. Teachers are 
observing more and more each year that this type of equipment does not just benefit students 
receiving special education services, but rather many students. 

Where and when will this request take place?*
This request would take place at Cherry Valley elementary, primarily amongst kindergarten students. 
We would happily share this equipment with first grade students. After just having taught those now 
first graders, we understand the need for their continued sensory development as well. 

List all participants and how they will be included in the implementation of this grant:*
The four kindergarten teachers, myself, Kelsey Fish, Andrea Rynders and Nisha Haley would all have 
access to this equipment. I believe it would be beneficial to have a sensory path created down the 
hallway from the kindergarten classrooms to the gym. The remaining equipment could be kept in a 
rolling cart or bin and shared whenever and wherever needed. 

Please provide a timeline outlining the steps for implementation.*
1. Receive the equipment 
2. Classes take turns following the sensory path down the hallway, learning how to appropriately use it 
without disturbing surrounding classrooms.  
3. Show remaining sensory outlet equipment to classes and teach students how these materials can 
be used in the calm down corners of our classroom, how to use when they need a break, how to use to 
get their body from one zone to another so they can get back to learning.  
4. Provide the paraprofessionals a quick training of materials and equipment so they know how to 
assist children in using them. 

How will you monitor and measure benefits and success?*
We will monitor benefits and success by observing the overall calmness of our classrooms; resulting 
in fewer disruptions, student behaviors and meltdowns.  
 
We will be able to measure by using student behavior referral forms as a data point. Our goal would be 
to see fewer forms being written due to student needs being met. 
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With preference given to grants which support innovative teaching methods, please include any 
other details that would define your grant as innovative.*
We are thinking above and beyond the required curriculum we teach to better reach and meet the needs 
of our learners. Without meeting the sensory needs and the gross and fine motor skills of students, 
learning can be frustrating and result in negative behaviors. Giving kids this outlet, tools and strategies, 
they will better be able to attend in the classroom. 

While not required, REF favors grant 
requests where co-funding has been 
secured.  Has co-funding been 
secured?

No

Total Cost of Project: (Grand total for 
entire project)*

571.74

Have you applied to REF for funds for 
this project before?*

No

In an effort to inspire other staff as well as to encourage continued giving by donors, please 
share how people will know REF sponsored this project.*
We would be happy to post a sign in the hallway near the sensory path stating that this project and 
equipment was purchased by REF. 

Has your proposal been endorsed by 
a district of building administrator?*

Yes

Please list name(s) of endorsements
John Bomar, principal  
and fellow Kindergarten teachers, Kelsey Fish, Nisha Haley and Andrea Rynders 

Approval Activity History

Actor Actions Date

bomarj@rsd407.org
Approve

Tuesday, October 25, 2022

Notification

Email sent. (A grant has been
approved by Cherry Valley
Elementary)
grants@refweb.org

Tuesday, October 25, 2022
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